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<Abstract>

In this article, we will introduce ‘a map of the Japanese Language Educational
Environment " by applying ‘Policy Networks’, one of the methodologies for describing
and analyzing processes of change in a specific nation or society.

The general idea is to describe the environment of Japanese language education in a
nation or an area by focusing on the state of the exchange of resources between
organizations or individuals by making a map for determining the resource allocation
relationships within the focus area.

In this article, ‘resources’ refer to funds, human resources, and also capacities for
training and human skills development. We describe how organizations or individuals
exchange resources with each other by using arrows on the map. Upon seeing the map,
one can visually grasp the structure of the organization. How resources are related to

each other becomes quite obvious as well as recognizing those areas which require more
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support for creating a more efficient educational environment.

First, we give a brief definition of the Policy Networks and terms ‘resources’ and
‘resource relationships’. Secondly, we discuss how the idea of a descriptive map may
contribute to the area of Japanese language education. Thirdly, we explain how to
construct the map and also we give a sample case study of an actual support plan for
India and a report from an instructor returning from Iran. Finally, we discuss further
development of the mapping technique and propose further directions for research in this

area of study.
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